Carousel Organ Association of America (COAA) June 2024
Board Meeting Minutes
June 21, 2026, 11:10 AM EDT - 12:00 EDT
Knoebels, Elysburg, PA Pavilion F

The meeting was called to order by President Bob Yorburg at 11:10 AM ET.

Roll Call: Present

President Bob Yorburg Education Marie Bemish
Vice President Bill Hall COAA Sales Suzanne Hendricks
Secretary Paul Senger Rally Chair Suzanne Hendricks
Director Jean Orcutt Advertising Ron Bopp

Editor/Publisher ~ Ron Bopp
Past President Angelo Rulli

Additional Attendees
Dennis and Mearlyn Green
Faith Girdler
Cindy Hall
Sam Harris
Joel Shaper

Adoption Of Agenda — NA - Informal Meeting.

Old Business

L.

New COAA webpage Join Online/Donate Online

Rich LeVangie, the Webmaster has completed the new COAA webpage that will include login for
members. Only the administrator can see all the members’ information. Members can only see their
own information. People will be able to join, renew or donate online. This has been reviewed by Bob
Yorburg and Marie Beemish, and they are satisfied with the design.

There is disagreement on when the new page can be turned on. Rich needs the current membership
list and information to fully implement the web page. The are privacy concerns from Gary Stevenson
who is the Membership Committee chair about releasing the list. Gary maintains the master
membership list with personnel information including emails. The membership information held by
Bill Guimes the Treasurer is incomplete.

The yearly paper renewal form has a Yes/No question regarding sharing a member’s information with
in the COAA members in membership directory (excluding email). This is not in the current website.

It was decided that Rich should turn on the new webpage with whatever membership information he
has available and create a special login page so existing members can update their information.

COAA Plaque

In the April 2026 issues of the Carousel Organ, pg. 12 there was a request for members to donate for
the COAA plaque to begiven to selected carousel sites. There was little response. Bob Yorburg has
commitments from eight carousel sites or museums that would accept and post the plaques. The



current expense for the plaques is estimated at $250 per plaque. It is estimated that the first order of
plaques would be for fifteen. We discussed a range of plaque materials and durability requirements.

It was decided to poll members for their experience with making and buying plaques. Also discussed
the possibility of buying them with treasury money based on the COAA 2025 ending balance
presented in the January 2026 board meeting.

Bob Yorburg to provide Ron Bopp with an insert for the next Journal Issue requesting help on
manufacturing experience and financial support for the COAA plaque. Done.

Paul Senger to send out email to the COAA Board and Staff with the same request. Done.

The Wonders of Mechanical Music & Carousels Zoom Presentations

We are having trouble getting presenters for our Zoom presentation. People have committed and
backed out when it is time to pick a date for their presentation. No immediate solution was identified.

All: Identify and recruit potential future presenters.

New Business

1.

Article inputs for journal.

Bob Yorburg noted that Ron Bopp needs more articles for the Journal. It many cases Ron has to
author articles to complete the Journal. The MBSI and AMICA have resorted to using reprints from
other related journals or reprinting old articles. If we don’t receive sufficient inputs, we may have to
reduce the size or periodicity of the journal.

All: Work on articles for the Journal and encourage other people to provide input.
Bill Hall to provide Ron Bopp with articles on current events.

Adjournment

At 12:00 N Bob Yorburg recommended adjournment. Bill Seconded the motion. All agreed.

Notes

At the completion Bob Yorburg and Ron Bopp played a duet on Ron’s two Alan Pell organs.

Submitted by
Paul Senger
COAA Secretary




